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WORLD 
SPEEDWAY 
ROUNDS TO BE 
HELD IN NEW 





ZEALAND 


by ROD DEW 


It is almost certain that qualifying rounds for next year’s 
world speedway championship will be held in Australia 


and’ New Zealand. 
The Australasian Speed- 
way Promoters’ Assoc- 
lation has formulated its 
own world championship 
qualifying system and this 
is to be put before the 
F.1.M. — the controlling 
body of all motor-cycle 
sport — for its approval. In 
view of Australia’s direct 
affiliation with the F.1.M. 
and New Zealand making 
—unhappy sounds about the 
Present “set-up with” the 
British ACU;,.jtseems likely 
to be accepted. However, 
before it goes forward to 
the F.I.M. the ‘plan first 
has to get the approval of 
the Australian and New 
Zealand speedway control 
boards. This is expected to 
come under discussion 
next month. 


TWO'REGIONS 


Basically, the scheme 
calls for a series of 
“gualifing) rounds at Various 
‘tracks scattered through- 
Out both countries. Austra- 
lia will be divided’ into two 
regions — one north which 
Will take in such tracks as 
Ipswich, Brisbane, Rock- 
hampton and, possibly, 
Newcastle and Sydney. The 
‘southern region will 
Include Perth, Adelalde and 
Melbourne; among others. 

Riders will qualify for 
two semi-finals and the top 
eight from each will go 
forward to the Australian 
final, tentatively set down 
for Rowley Park, Adelaide, 
on Friday, February 13. 

A similar system will be 
used) in New Zealand, 

* probably with North and 
South Island semi-finals 
and a final with the top 16 
riders. 

The first eight from the 
Australian’ final and the 
first eight from) the New 
Zealand final) will clash in 
the Australasian final, set 
down for Auckland's 
Western Springs) track on 
February 28. This |s great 
news) for Kiwi riders, who 
Can be expected to do well 
Onitheir homeground. 

The’ first flve from the 


Australasian final. will 
automatically go through 
to the intercontinental 
final, expected to be held.in 
England next year. 


BREAKTHROUGH 


The scheme has received 
a mixed reception but most 
are regarding it as a major 
breakthrough. It will mean 
that New Zealand and 
Australian) riders will no 


longer be forced to race’ In >| 


the British league to get a 
Start in the British qualif- 
ying rounds. In fact, they 
won't have to go to Britain 
at all before the inter 
continental final. 

But it will also mean that 
expatriot Kiwis In Britain 
will be forced to return 


home to qualify. Neverthe- © 


less, this is unlikely to 
create any undue hardship. 
Multiple world champions 
Ivan. Mauger and Barry 
Briggs usually spend a 
large part of the European 
off-season in’ their home- 
land and} it will simply be a 
matter of adjusting dates 
for them. 

It Is a great shame that 
the|new plan has come just 
a |Ittle too late for that 
other great Kiwi ‘shale 
shifter, Ronnie Moore. He 
is recovering well from that 
disastrous crash at New- 
castle but It Is unlikely that 
he will Want torace again at 
this'level now. A chance to 
qualify for another world 
final without having to’ go 
to Britain) would) have 
previously appealed to 
him 


Another good thing 
about the scheme |s'that it 
will bring the top Australian 
and New, Zealand riders 
together for a meeting. 
That is something prom- 
oters have been trying to. do 
for years — and falled: Top 
riders such as Phil Crump, 
John Boulger, Bob Valent- 
Ine, Billy Sanders and 
veteran Neil) Street’ look 
likely quallflers “for the 
proposed Auckland’Austra- 
lasian final. 





COMING UP 


In the next issue of NZMCN........ the Cooper 250 has arrived in New Zealand. Overseas magazines 
have raved over this Mexican-built off-road machine. Len Perry imported a,batch of 250cc Enduro’s and 
moto crossers and he loaned us one of the Enduro models. Read about it in\the next issue of NZMCN. 
Also, Gary Boote, national 250cc road race champion. Editorial advisor Rod Dew reckons this younger 
half of a dynamic duo is heading for greatness. Read about him, too, in our next issue. And don’t miss 
part two of the Ixion enduro story, part one of which you'll find in this issue. 
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Ivan Mauger leads Billy Sanders and World Champion Anders Michanek during a heat of the intercont- 
inental speedway final at Gothenburg, Sweden, recently. The New Zealander was beaten in his first heat 
- by Ole Olsen of Denmark but at the end of the day he was top qualifier for the European final in August. 
Ronnie Moore tells the story on page 13, 





‘Christchurch, suffered’ five 


sinjuries: She Is recovering 


“Series. 





MARLBORO RNDS. DOWN 10d 


The number of rounds for the 1975/76 Marlboro road 
race series has been cut from six to five, the same number of 
rounds that took place over 1974/75. 


This move) comes/about 
because of the non-inclusion 
of the Bay Park round, prev- 
iously scheduled for Decem- 
ber 20. 3 

The Teretonga 
round has also been dropped 


HERN HURT 


John Boote's secretary- 
timekeeper, Miss Linda 
Hern, was badly hurt when 
she was struck by a 
riderless racing machine In 
the pits at Amaroo Park, 
Sydney, on June 28. 

Miss ‘Hern, whose house 
Is In) Huntsbury Avenue; 





broken ribs; a punctured 
lung, spinal and head 


In the Parramatta Hospital: 

The) Incident occurred 
during official practice for 
the third ‘round of the 
Chesterfield superbike 
Miss Hern was 
cleaning Boote's 7Z 
Yamaha In a tent in the 
pits: The runaway machine 
Was being! bump started! at 
the other end of the pits’ by 
another rider when it 
suddenly burst ‘into life. 
The throttle’stuck open and 
left its surprised rider 
Standing)as It careered’ 100 
metres through theipits and 
slammed Into Boote's tent. 

Miss Hern was thrown 
out of the tent and 
Underneath) a) parked) car by 
the Impact. It Was some 
minutes before she was) 
found. At first,” it was | 
thought that the tent had 
been/empty. 










but injits|/place the Timaru) 
Levels circuit will be retain- 
ed. 

The changes in the itiner- 
ary have meant that the 
Pukekohe round, which was 
to have kicked off the 
series on December 14 this 
year, will now probably be 
rescheduled for the follow- 
ing weekend, December 20: 
This would tighten up the 
series but it is not 100%, 
certain|that this change will 
be made. Series co-ordinat- 
or Malcolm MacGregor told 
NZMEN| “We are 99% sure 
that the Auckland) date will 

’ be moved) back but we have 
to/check if there are any 
Major horse race meetings in 
the area first. 

Further rounds areas, 
follows: Wanganui (Decem= 
ber 26); Gracefield (Decem- 
ber 28); Timaru) (January 4) 


Ruapuna (January 11). 
Mr MacGregor said that 
he had received notice that 


the Weretonga/circuit would) 
be available for a round) of 
the series but he received 
this information too late to 
include the Southland 
circuit in the series. 

Mr MacGregor also said 
that the participating clubs 
had been unable to agree to 
acommon programme: He 
said it was unlikely that any 
production) machinelevents 
would be heldjat the Wang: 
anui round|- evidently 
because of the dangers 
inherent in| the course and of 
the big fields that could be 
expected. 

_ The'sidecars, too, might 
find) themselves left out in 


+ the'cold: Both) SouthiIsland 


clubs in the series want a 
guarantee that a minimum of 
10 chairs 'willibe on the grid 
before they include sidecar 
events on their programmes. — 
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SOU OFF - 


The 1975 Heatway International Rally began in Auck- 
land on Monday July 7 amid widespread public acceptance 
and, indeed, enthusiasm for the event. There is no doubt 
in my mind that New Zealanders have taken the Heatway 
into their hearts despite the remonstrations of a very few 
who maintain that to condone the’ Heatway is to condone 
the excessive usage of fuel. Much has been made of the 
results of studies made by Auckland and Wellington univer- 
sity car clubs which pointed out that the pastimes of 
boating, horse racing and golf consumed vastly more petrol 
than land motor sport. : 

One of the reasons why the Heatway has become a house- 
hold word is that the promotional possibilities have been 
well exploited. Advance media coverage builds up the event 
before it started, radio, television, and virtually every news- 
paper in the country ran some sort of preamble. Companies 
who had products associated with the-Heatway got in on 
the act and used their involvement with it in their advertis- 
ing. The momentum which developes is to a degree self- 
stimulating and the result is that the Heatway becomes 


even more embedded in the public’s awareness. 


In the field of motor cycle sport the Marlboro road 
race series has done for road racing what the Heatway 
has for car rallying. The Marlboro promotion people 
probably have a tougher job than the Heatway people - 
due to the public's lingering distaste of motor cycles 
generally - but in the last series they succeeded in getting 
at least a reasonable amount of media coverage. 

And what of moto cross - a sport which undoubtedly has 
more grass roots following (if you'll excuse the pun) than ~ 
road racing? Leaving aside the Pall Mall national moto cross 
championships - which has problems of its own - Id say that 
promoters of the sport in this country have barely scratched 
the surface of a mine of possibilities. Certainly, there have | 
been successful ‘one-off’ meetings which have attracted 
large entries, good publicity and large numbers of paying | 
spectators, But:by and large it is a shamefully neglected | 
sport which would respond readily to the right sort of 
promotion. Take the Ixion $5000 Winter Moto Cross 
series for example. The idea was bold and imaginative. 

Five meetings spread over five months with an accumulated 
purse of $5000 evenly spread down through the placings. 

All qualifiers from one round get their entry fees paid for 
the following round. Yet the series is foundering. Why? 
Because the basic concept was not followed up by detail 
planning or adequate.promotion. |‘m certain that if anyone 
had had the time and the energy to promote the series it ~ 
would have been a resounding success. Many of the count- 
ry’s riders would have taken part and the local media and 
populace would have taken more interest. As it-was, even 
the riders didn’t seem to be too interested in the second 
round. As Andrew Buchanan said in our last issue, the 
series deserves better than this. : 

BOB NORTHROP. 
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HAND. CREAM AND 
EVENING GOWNS. 
Sir, 

Ah, to be a woman of to- 
day! Gone is the burden of 
hard physical work; ingenu- 
ity and innovation have 
replaced hand-wringing and 
wood chopping. Modern 
Civilisation pampers and 
protects them; it has trans- 
formed the Victorian 
pioneer into a graceful, 
seductive sex symbol. Flatter 
ing, indeed, but when. a 
woman blatently ignores 
these gallant misconceptions 
of herself, she scares the 
hell out of a rational society. 

Motor-cycling of days 
gone by could hardly have 
been attractive to this 
ethereal picture of fragile 
feminity. After all, thunder- 
ous exhaust and leaking 
gaskets hardly complement 
hand cream and evening 
gowns. But women are 
resolute creatures who some- 
times want nothing more 
than to be themselves. 

When this happens, empires 
collapse. bend with as much gay 

Society has been geared abandon as Joe Motocross 
to traditional roles in which down the.road. All they 
husbands strive to keep need is a little patience and 
Woman in the way she has = encouragement to come 
supposedly been attuned. forth and ‘foot it with the 
So it must be disenchanting boys’. 
to find that she is more at It is certainly nothing new; 
home ripping a bike engine. Helen gazed at Paris and a 
apart than arranging a thousand. ships later Troy 
dinner-table centre-piece; fell. Joan’s vision led the 
that when she no longer French Army to victory. 
needs to erode her kneecaps Thus it has been since Venus 
scrubbing floors, she finds seduced Adonis and Eve 
delight in throwing a CR discovered the Apple. 

250 around a motocross Shades of Boadiceia. 
track. Such bastions of (Name and address supplied) 


female incredibility exist; 
from a generation of mini- 
skirted secretaries aboard 
Lambrettas and Honda 50's 
has sprung a hybrid of 
women who plunge into the 
nearest mudhole or hairpin 








Calenoar 


JULY 
20 Giant Hare Scramble, Karior Forest; - 

Nelson.club’s trial, Wairarapa club’s motor cross. 

Hawkes Bay club’s Scott trial; Central H.B. club’s moto cross. 


24 Hamilton club’s road trial. North Shore club’s Hare and Hound 
Woodhill Forest. 
27 ~—- Hutt Valley club’s moto cross at Jackson's Farm; Napier club’s 


Miniature TF at Ohiti. 














Frank Boyle isa 


KAWASAKI 
pis CENTRE 


KAWASAKI 
MAIL ORDER 


_ SPARES 
INSTANT ATTENTION 


Anything you need for your Kawasaki receives same day 
service, huge range of stocks. 


ELLICE STREET, WELLINGTON / City side opp- 
osite Basin Reserve. } 















AUSSIE. MX'ER 
KEEN TO RIDE HERE 


Sir, 

As your excellent 
publication is not available 
here in Australia | would 
like to purchase a 12 
months airmail 
subscription so as to 
follow the Kiwi motocross 
scene. 

|.race a Torleif Hansen,. 
Replica Kawasaki KX250 A: 
in B grade motocross here, 
If they have not been 
released in N.Z. yet here's 
a brief rundown on the 
vitals; nitrogen gas 
forward-mounted shocks; 
10” travel forks; chrome 
bore increased from 246cc 
to 249; 34hp; front brake 
adapted from the KX125; 
straightend and modified 
frame and all for $1145 in 
Brisbane. 4 

Early in November | am A 
planning a four-week 4 
racing holiday in the North 
Island bringing my bike 
with me. | would 
appreciate any information 
on the’ requirements for 
entry forms and race dates 
if available, enabling me to 
plan an itinerary. In 
particular | am keen to ride 
at a Whakatane Club moto 
as | was born and raised 
there before coming to 
Australia 10 years ago. If 
you would send mea 
subscription form and the 
cost | will return same 
immediately. Thanking you 
for any help you can give. 


Peter Pryce 
Brisbane, Australia. 


ae 


i 


OK you club secretaries, 
how about sending this. 
guy some details of moto 
cross events your clubs 
has planned for around 
November. The address |s 
15 Marvin Street, Holland 
Park,-Brisbano 4124, 
Queensland. Australi om y 
— Editor. eK r 












































173 GREAT SOUTH ROAD, 
GREENLANE, AUCKLAND. 


Phone 548159, 
NZ distributor for 


us for... 
HARD TOGETPARTS —— 
+ SPEEDWAY J.A,P. SPARES 
VILLIERS SPARES (incl! 
new engines) 
HOBBY SCOOTER PARTS 
{including belts) 
NORTON MANX— SOME 
PARTS UP TO 1958 
AMC SPARES UP TO 196 
NORTON COMMANDO! 
AND USED SPARES 
VINCENT SPARES — 
ZEALAND DISTRIBUTO! 


ALSO 
SUZUKI AND HONDA SPi 






the SUZUKI experts 


7-11 KINGS CRES, LOWER HUTT PHONE 660-599 
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Such is the case with 
Peter Boyle, the tussle- 
haired youngster from 
Lower Hutt who rocketed to 
fame at the -Pall Mall 
national championship 
finals last March. Until_the 
finals, Boyle—could have 
been termed an up-and- 
comer but four solid 
second places behind Peter 
Ploen in the four heats of 
the final put him firmly in 
the “top riders” bracket. 


NATURAL 


Boyle, a mechanic and 
co-director of Frank Boyle 
and Co. Ltd., the Lower 
Hutt Suzuki dealers, could 
be. called a ‘natural’ for 
motor cycle sport. His 
father Frank was a top 
speedway rider a couple of 
decades ago who met 
Peter's mother Joan while 
riding speedway in Britain. 
Needless to say, both 
parents are avid fans of 
Peter's — and of his older 
brother Kevin who also 
faces moto cross. And just 
a few miles away in 
Wellington, Peter's uncle 
Don Boyle)is another well- 




















ality who has a motor cycle 
shop — another Suzuki 
dealership, Lawton and 
Boyle Ltd. 

So it’s not-surprising that 
Boylé should have concen- 
trated on Suzuki machines. 
Racing-wise, he is unfamiliar 
with anything but Suzuki's 
and he has always camp- 
aigned on these machines. 
He recently took possess- 
ion of a new RN 400, 
thanks In part to the help of 
uncle Don, to put alongside 
the 7125 and RH250's 
which he already races. 
After his first outing on the 
new RN he reported “I like 
it, [like It! You Just have to 
stop at the corners, point It 
in the right direction and 
pour on the power!” 
Boyle's style Is. unspec- 





known motor cycle person- - 


It’s pretty well standard procedure when interviewing 
someone who has “made the grade” in a particular sport, 
to ask who that person regards as an up-and-comer or a 
bright prospect. But the question sounds a little absurd 
when the interviewee is just 19 years old, even though he 
is ranked number two on the national motocross ladder. 


tacular — except when he 
hits the dirt. But more 
often than not, the guys 
who are pulling wheelies 
for the camera or crossing 
up over the jumps are 
eating his dust. Because 
although he enjoys racing 
— that's an understate- 
ment, he lives for racing — 
he also takes it very 
seriously. The night before 
the Pall Mall finals, he was 
out inspecting the course, 
picking lines, following 
Ivan Miller who was doing 
likewise. “I must have 
walked round about 15 
times” he told NZMCN. “I 
also had a big ‘Psych 
session’ that night. Up 
until then | hadn’t been 
doing too well and | knew | 
had to do something'to pull 
myself up”. 










5 i eRe 
INDESTRUCTIBLE 


At a meeting at New 
Plymouth, . just before 
Christmas 1974, Boyle 
chipped a bone in his leg 
with the result that he was 
somewhat detuned for 
many of the big summer 
moto cross meetings up 
and down the country. 
“You don't really know how 
fast you can go until you 
put in eleven-tenths effort” 
says Boyle. “But | used to 
be in too much of a hurry, 
using my throttle instead of 
my head. | fell off a helluva 
lot but, didn’t really hurt 
myself. | thought | was 
indestructible until that 
prang at New Plymouth. 
Come to think of it, I’m still 
a throttle nut but I’m 
beginning to use my head 
more now.” 

The Zone three qualif- 
ying meeting’ at Wanganui 
came with Boyle _ still 
limping and! if there had 
been more than 20 A-grade 
competitors on the day, it 
might have been that his 
championship hopes would 
have died right there. As it 





was, Boyle was able to 


struggle around the 
demanding track for one 
lap at the tail of the field on 
a TM125 Suzuki to qualify 
for the North Island semi 
final at Paekakariki. 

His leg had mended for 
the semi final and with the 
Queen Elizabeth Park 
circuit in good condition it 
looked as though his luck 
might change. A third place 
at the end of the first lap of 
the first A-grade heat 
augured well but fate was 
still against him and a 
disappointed Boyle was 
soon to wobble back to the 
pits with a front wheel that 
was incredibly distorted. 

So when it came to the 
national finals at Tedding- 
ton it seemed that Boyle 
would stand little chance of 
finishing the day with a 
high position: He _ told 
NZMCN at the time “I'll be 
pleased to finish in the top 
five.” But his preparation 
and determination to get 
back to form paid off. 

One vitally important 
criterion for atop place ina 


My a 
Meas C's 





high class fleld is a good 
start. This is particularly 
true of such a snaky circuit 
as that at Teddington. And 
it was with four good starts 
that Boyle set the seal on 
his finest, most consistent 
performance so far in his 
short moto crossing career. 
He led Ploen for two laps in 
the first heat, then stuck 
close behind the national 
champion for the remaining 
laps. The second and third 
heats saw Boyle tailing 
Ploen for the full distance 
in the fourth heat he was 
lying third behind Ploen 
and Moss Smith for half the 
face before he managed to 
slip past Smith for another 
well-judged second place. 
And how did it feel to 
have earned himself the 
number two plate? “Pretty 
lucky” he says. “Of the 
resident New Zealanders, 
Ploen is out front on his 
own but there are probably 
half a dozen riders, who 
could fill the number two 
spot at any time. To really 
deserve the number two tag 


Cont. on Pg. 5 


_Imusing my head 


ROVE, 
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BOOTE SEC 
AMAROO...THEN SEIZES 





By ROD DEW 


A seized motor ended the hopes of New Zealand 
roadracing international John Boote (TZ750 Yamaha) in the 
third round of the Chesterfield superbike series at 
Australia’s Amaroo Park on June 29. 


After finishing a merit- 
orious second to Australian 
champion Gregg Hansford 
(750 Kawasaki) in the first 
leg of the round, Boote 
seemed set for a spectac- 
ular victory as he shot into 
the lead at the start of the 
second. 

Riding with tremendous 
verve, the 20-year-old Kiwi 
edged out into a 1¥sec 
lead after three laps and 
seemed to have the 
measure of the opposition. 
However, his lap times 
started to drop and the 
leading 
Hansford and Warren 
Willing (TZ 750 Yamaha), 
regained contact. After a 
tense struggle, both got 
past and Boote seemed 
destined for third place in 
the race and second overall 


when the — four-cylinder 
motor of his Yamaha 
locked up. 


Boote coasted to a halt, 
cursing his ill fortune. But 
he does not blame the 
failing engine for the drop 
in his lap times earlier. “I 
just got tired,” he explained 
afterwards. 

But this was hardly 
surprising. The previous 
day during practice, his 
secretary-timekeeper, Miss 
Linda Hern, was seriously 
hurt when she was hit by a 
fun-a-way motor-cycle in 
the pits. Boote was 
obviously deeply upset by 
this. 

The next big event for 
Boote was the sixth round 
of the Australian champ- 
ionship at Sandown Park 


Australians, © 


over July 5 and 6 — an 
event given international 
status by the return of 


American Marlboro champ- - 


ion Pat Hennen and his 
fellow countryman, Hurley 
Wilvert. Hennen was to bring 
his 750 works Suzuki and 
Wilvert was to ride his 
self-modified TZ750 
Yamaha. A third American, 
Jim Evans, entered on a 
works 750 Kawasaki. 

More than $1000 was at 
stake as first prize in the 
main race for the Millege 
Trophy. 

FLAT TYRE 


Since going to Australia 
at the end of the Marlboro 
series, Boote’s career has 
been rather like a roller 
coaster — up and down. 
“Bathurst for me was a 
disastrous disappoint- 
ment,” he recalled for 
N.Z.M.C.N. “I had to retire 
on lap three with a flat rear 
tyre while aclose second to 
Warren Willing and well 
clear of the main bunch. 

Gregg Hansford crashed 
his Kawaski in practice on 
the turn off the front 
straight — too much gas, 
too soon — and broke both 
wrists, although he didn’t 
realise it. In fact, he did a 
couple of laps in qualif- 
ying, but found the wrists 
too sore. Unbellevable! 
Two laps of Bathurst with 
two broken wrists. 

“The second leg was 
complicated by the track 
surface being 75 percent 
wet, the result of an earlier 
downpour. After doing a 
lap on a marshall's bike, | 


IND AT 


decided to use my slick 
tyres. It turned out to be a 
good move. | was third first 
time round behind Laurie 


Barnett and Wilvert. Ron ~ 


Toombs was second until 
he went down half-way 
round the first lap, a victim 


-of the damp track 


“| was extremely lucky 
not to hit his fallen bike 
and had to do some feal 
fancy footwork to get clear. 
On the third lap | passed 
Wilvert but then my chain 
cried enough. It was very 
disappointing becuase | 
was leading on points.” 

A fortnight later it was 
Amaroo Park. This meeting 
developed into an intern- 
ational one because of the 
presence’ of American 
Hurley Wilvert. It was an 
eventful meeting, starting 
with Wilvert's crash in 
which he sustained a 
broken collarbone and big 
toe. His bike also caught 
fire. 

Ron Toombs crashed in 
the second leg of the 
challenge series and broke 
his left elbow. In the first 
leg, according to Boote, 
the racing was “unreal”. 


“I led away but Toombes: 


past me during the first 
time round and it was all 
on. We both recorded new 
lap records, with Ron 
finally getting it at 56.5sec. 
— 1.5 sec faster than 
any 750 has ever gone 
around Amaroo Park. Right 
on the finishing line, his 
Kawasaki's Ignition blaw 
up.” 

Boote was provided with 
a Kawasaki 900 for a big 
production race at Oran 
Park — the B.P. 500 — but 
at the eleventh hour it was 
cancelled because of lack 
of entries. 











haggle a price with John or 
Will, we enjoy bargaining. 
7 


EASTERN HONDA CENTRE 
20 Jellicoe Rd Panmure 
Ph 574-723 576-721 
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you have to be consistent 
— that’s what I'm working 
on at the moment.” 


CHOSEN 


Consistency hasn't 
exactly been young Boyle’s 
forte in the past. He began 
racing in 1973 on one of the 
very early TM250 Suzuki's 
after having trailed, and 
occasionally faced, a 
TS185. It was an eventful 
year for him, as he finished 
second in the C-grade of 
the national champion- 
ships, was chosen to ride 
for the North Island in the 
250cc class of the annual 
North versus South 
meeting, and then, after 
“trading up to a TM400, he 
won the Ixion club's winter 
moto cross serles. 


While waiting for an 
RH250 Suzuki for the 
1973/74 season, he sold 


the TM400 and obtained a 
TM125 on which he says he 
“learnt a lot and had lots of 
fun racing with Phil 
Turnbull, Roddy Shirrlffs 
and Geoff Burgess”. 

The Pall Mall finals of 
1974 were a bit of a disaster 
for Boyle. He contested 
both B-grade and 125cc 
classes on the 1TM125, 
qualifying well up in the 
Zone three meeting but 
when it came to the final at 
Woodville, luck completely 
deserted him. During: 
practise on the muddy, 
demanding course he threw 
away his 125. He then 


borrowed van Miller's 
RH250, but, still during 
knocked 


ractise, he 
himself half silly when he 
fell after hitting a log. That 
put pald to any further 
racing on the day but at 
least it led to him buying 
the RH — “I thought | had 
better buy It after | had bent 
It’ he says with a laugh. 
_ After another appearance 
for the North Island, this 
time In the 125cc class, 
Boyle attacked the Ixion 
club's winter serles. But 
despite being one of the 
top participating riders he 
did not fare as well as he 
had the previous year. “I 
spent most ic the time 
icking myself up.” 

‘ Nevertheless, the Series 
roved valuable for exper- 
lence and Boyle admits to 
having learnt much from 
«Morley Sherriffs, the 





Palmerston North ace who 


- won the series. “Morley ts 


an expert at squaring off 
corners — when he resis 
like going he's a great 
rider,” 


DEDICATED - 


Boyle himself has the 
makings of a great rider, 
He's absolutely dedicated 
to motor cycling — who 
else could possibly have a 
pet goat named ‘Joel 
Robert'? Most of his spare 
time Is spent fettling his 
bikes, even to the exclu- 
sion of keep fit exercises 
(“that's not a major worry at 
the moment”). And, of 
course, he likes to spend 
his week ends riding. He 
would like to’ have more 
time for such activities as 
trail riding or competing in 
enduros but as it Is he 
would sooner load his 
bikes onto his '71 Falcon 
ute to race ina moto cross 
400 miles away than play 
around nearer home. He's 
tried his hand at trialling 
too, on — guess what — an 
RL 250 Suzuki, but the 
feet-up game doesn't come 
close to taking him away 


from moto crossing — 


“Maybe when I'm 40" he 
grins. t 

. Now that he has made an 
indelible impression on the 
moto cross scene, Boyle is 
concentrating on maintain- 
ing ‘his position. His 
immediate aim Is to “keep 
improving” and he intends 


to do this by racing 
whenever possible — 
including, hopefully, the 


remaining rounds of the 
“Mr Moto Cross” series in 
Australia. He had hoped to 
take the RN400 to the 
Australian meetings but he 
now thinks it would be too 
expensive, having missed 
out on the first round. The 
alternative was»to have: a 
machine Jacked up for him 
over there, but it now 
appears that his | contact 
would be unable to supply 
him with suitable 
machinery. “If | am going 
to race there with any 
success it will need to be 
on a bike | know — and that 
means a Suzuki — 
although some of the 
European machinery you 
see over there certainly 
looks good. It's a pity we 
don’t see more of it in New 


Zealand.” 
He ‘is now looking 
forward to the local 


summer season, when he 
hopes to race against the 
likes of Randy and Rowley 
Owen of Britain, and the 
Flood brothers of 
Australia. Beyond that, he 
has his eyes on the 
Australian circuit and, 
ultimately, the United 
States. But he Is wise 
enough to realise that he 
will need 100% effort and 
100% backing before he 
makes the lattersmove — 
even if that backing comes 
from his own pocket. 
“Without everything behind 
me it would be a waste of 
time” he says. 

In the meantime he Is 
chasing the meetings In 
New Zealand. He Is In the 
process of modifying 
slightly .his machines — 
nothing radical, just a bit of 
personal fine tuning. An 
inch on the forks here, an 
inch on the swing arm 
there. But in the final 
analysis it is the guy 
himself, Peter Boyle, who 
will determine how far he Is 
going to go, what his 
rlorities are, At this stage, 
Ime Is on his side. 


/ 











WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
MOTO, 

Suzuki’s number two 
rider in the world 500cc 
moto cross championships, 
Dutchman Gerrit Wolsink, 
won the Hang Ten United 
States GP at Carlsbad, 
California, on June 22. 
Wolsink was beaten by 
team mate Roger deCoster 
in the first heat but won the 
second heat to add a total of 
27 points to his tally. DeCos- 
ter climbed from ninth 
place to third in the second 
leg before a broken shock 
absorber put him out of the 
reckoning. 


Interest in the World 
moto cross championships 
now seems to centre on 
whether Suzuki can pull off 
triple victory, with champ- 
ions in the 125, 250, and 
500cc classes. DeCoster and 
Heikki Mikkola (Husqvarna) 
lead the 500cc champion- 
ships and Gaston Rahier is in 
a commanding position in 
the 125cc class. Zundapp 
rider Gilbert deRoover is the 
only riderin with a slight 
chance against Rahier, 
whose win in the seventh 
round at West Germany on 
June 22 brought him closer 
to the title. 

In the 250cc class, early 
points leader Willie Bauer of 
Austria had an expensive 
DNF in the first leg of the 
eighth round in Britain on 
June 22 and slipped to sec- 
ond in the points table be- 
hind Belgian Harry Everts 
(Puch). Four rounds remain. 

Kiwi Ivan Miller 
iteok his Bultaco to r 
sixth place ahead of Adolph 
Weil (Maico) in the first 
heat but he was not placed 
in the first ten in the second 
heat. 


SHEENE BEATS AGO 

Barry Sheene, the British 
motor-cycle ace who is mak- 
ing a comeback after a 
shattering crash in the Unit- 
ed States earlier this year, 
scored a thrilling victory in 
the 500cc race of the 
Dutch Grand Prix at Assen 
on June 28, 

Sheene, a 24-year-old 
Suzuki works rider, flashed 
over the line inches ahead of 
Italian Yamaha maestro- - 
Giacomo Agostini, winner of 
14 world championships 
during his long career. . 

Sheene and Agostini 
‘both clocked the same time, 
48 mins 1.0 secs, averaging’ 
154 kilometres per hour 
(95.74 mph). Reigning world 
champion Phil Read of Brit- 
ain was third, 48.7 seconds 
behind the leading pair, on 
his MV Agusta. 

Agostini leads the world 
championship placings for 
the class with 57 points, 
followed by Read with 54. 
Sheene is not currently in 
contention following the 
crash at Daytona Beach 
which kept him off the 
track for several months. 

The Dutch meeting _ 
was marred by a fatal accid- 
ent to West German rider 
Rolf Thiele, who died from 
head injuries suffered in a 


World News Wire 





crash in the 250cc race. 


SPEEDWAY INTHE - 
PHILIPPINES 

Fourteen Australian 
speedway riders inaugurated 
the first speedway racing 
held in the Philippines on 
June 14, 

Greg Kentwell sped past 
favoured John Langfield in 
the final turn of their four- 
lap duel around the 400- 
metre track at the Rizal mem- 
orial coliseum to:win the 
“Golden Helmet’ match 
race. 


LAMPKIN WINS IN ITALY 

Britain’s Martin Lampkin 
narrowed the points gap 
between himself and World 
Trials Championship leader 
Malcolm Rathmell, also of 
Britain, when he won the 
seventh round in Italy. 
Lampkin lost 98 marks on 
his 325 Bultaco while Rath- 
mell, on a 310 Montesa, 
lost 105.4 marks to finish 
third. Ratnmell now leads 
Lampkin in the champion- 
ships by 16 points with— 
seven rounds to go. 

Yamaha. 250 rider Mick 
Andrews finished second in 
Italy. He-and Rathmell lost 
the same number of marks 
but Rathmell forfeited sec- 
ond place by finishing 14 
minutes late. Andrews lies 
fourth in the championships 
with 45 points, nine fewer 
than Y. Vesterinen (Finland, 
325 Bultaco). 


H-D IN USA & EUROPE 

In the USA, Harley David- 
son rider Gary Scott opened 
up his lead in the American 
AMA championships by win- 
ning the Ohio Half-mile dirt 
track race. Current AMA 
champion Kenny Roberts 
was sidelined with ignition 
problems on his Yamaha. 
Harley Davidson are also 
going well in Europe. Walt 
Villa led home team-mate 
Michel Rougerie in the 250 
cc World Championship 
round in Holland to virtua- 
lly assure. HD of the title 
for the second year in a row. 


SILK IN PRODUCTION 

Anew British motor 
cycle has gone into product- 
ion! Well, not exactly new 
because the powerplant of 
the Silk which began prod- 
uction recently is based on 
the venerable Scott motor. 
But styling is as modern as 
today. Designated the 
700s, this recent additon to 
world markets is propelled 
by-a 660cc water cooled 
two-stroke twin-cylinder 
motor which is said to push 
the bike forward at up to 
115 mph. Claimed fuel 
consumption is 60 miles to 
the gallon. 


TRIALS CARD 
Some European trials are 
now using a punch card 
system for scoring, 
The holes are punched by. 
an observer at the end of 


each section, wiht the shapes . 


varying to prevent frauds. A 
new card is issued each lap. 














HONDA SPARES 
For All Models up to 100cc 
Prompt Mall Order Service 
RONNIE MOORE 
'] 843 Colombo Street Christchurch} 
Tolephone 50182 


Prompt Mail Order Service 
Try Us For Hard To Get Parts 


NORJO MOTORS 
239 Riccarton Rd Christchurch’ 4 
Telephone 43-493 L.M.V.D. 
















KONI HONDA 
You've got the best 

bike. Now fit the best 

shock absorbers CB750 - 

CB500 - CB450 - CB360 - 

CB350 F - CB350 Twin 

CB200. $66.74 pair. 

SIDI MX BOOTS 

We still have some loft in size 8 

and 9, $78.00 plus $1.00 postage. 

H,B. MOTOR CYCLES 

LTD. 
Hasting St., Napier 
Phone 54205 











LEN 
SHAILER 
(Stes) 


All Motor Upholstery 


MOTOR CYCLE SEATS}. 
ASPECIALITY : 
ALSO ALL CANVAS 
WORK 
191 ALBERT ST. 
P.O. BOX 5. 
PALMERSTON NORTH 
PHONE 79-085" 

After Hours 77-421 and 26-545 









SPECIAL OFFER 


76K 1314 Konis to suit all Suzuki 
road bikes. Complete units. ONLY 
$48.00 pr (Springs included). 





| PLUS 76F 1358 Latest heavy 
duty Koni for forward mounting. 
13% "' tong. $80.00 pr. 


We also have the largest range of 
Koni shocks and springs in New 
Zealand: 


Write to us for full information on 
KONIS for your bike, 


CALLENDER MOTOR 
CYCLES, 


93 St Aubyn Street, 
New Plymouth, Ph 84696 


















MOTOR 
CYCLES 
FOR SALE 


YAMAHA RACER.350cc 
1974 - Built, one season old. 
TRS specifications. WM4* 
rear rim alloy WM3 front, 
Latest race tyres. Krober 
electronic ignition. Immac- 
ulate condition. 11.504 
seconds %4-mile. 


: contact - 
RALPH . 



























HANNAN 


AT GINGER MOLLOY 
MOTORCYCLES. 10 NORT- 
easily FRANKTON, PH. 


78: TERI 
TRADE ACCEPTABLE oH 



























Just in case you hadn't noticed, the Ministry of Trans- 
port's two-wheeled fleet has been changing in the last 
couple of years. For many years our motorcycle-mounted 
traffic officers were restricted (some would unjustly say 
“doomed”) to 650cc overhead valve, parallel twin 
Triumph, BSA and Norton machines for their daily rounds 
but nowadays you have to really keep your eyes skinned 


to catch one of our boys in blue on one of the British - 
bikes. The truth is, today’s force is equipped mainly 


with Suzuki two-stroke triples, Yamaha eight-valve twins 
and the occasional double-knocker Honda. 


It's doubtful whether any- 
one with any knowledge of 
the industry would seriously 
ask why this should be so. 
New Triumph and BSA 
twins are now a thing of the 
past and although the Nort- 
on continues on its dignified 
way, it has probably out- 
priced itself in the eyes of 
the MoT when compared 
with the Japanese models 
available. The same could be 
said of the three-cylinder 
Trident, which priced itself 
out of contention right from 
the start. 

The British twins were, 
and still are, sturdy and 
dependable machines. But 
even the most ardent 
British-bike fan would be 
hard pressed to deny that 
the twins required a little 
more routine fettling than 
most of the modern Japan- 
ese machines in order to 
keep them in top trim. The 
same fan would, of course, 
point out in the same breath 
that the advantages per cost 
of the machines out-weigh 
other factors. 

And there are plenty of 
such people around who are 
ready to back up their opin- 
ions with ready cash. These 
people are not greatly 
impressed with electric 
starters, double overhead 
cams, reed valves, disc 
brakes, candy paintwork or 

flashy trimmings. In fact it 

is hard to state exactly 

what they are impressed 
with - it seems to be a mix- 
ture of longevity, simplicity, 
dependability, combined, 
with reasonable price, reason- 
able performance, reasonable 
economy and something 
more intangible - perhaps 
nostalgia. 

Ex Ministry of Transport 
BSA’s and Triumph’s which 
are now appearing in retail 
motor cycle shops in various 
parts of the country are 
among the last of the breed 
which are likely to be 
offered to the public. 

There are likely to be 
a few more Triumphs eman- 


ating from the MoT in the near 


future but-after that we'll be 
starting to see the Suzuki's, 
etc, being sold off after their 
tour of duty. 
CONTRACT 

What sort of machines 
are these ex MoT British 
bikes; how do you go about 
getting one and are they 
good value for money? 
NZMCN made some enquir- 
ies and put the magnifying 
glass on three 1972 ex-MoT 
BSA‘s which were kindly 
made available by White's 
(Wellington) Ltd., and the 
Wellington Motor Cycle 
Centre. 

The first thing that should 
be said is that the MoT ‘ 

loes not sell its machines 

direct to the public. The 
machines are bought and 
sold on contract, Coleman's 
and White's came together to 
‘supply and resell the BSA’s 
Triumphs and Nortons. 

The Ministry, we are told, 
retains its machines for two 
years or 20,000 miles, “more 
































or less’’, then the bikes are 
put in the hands of the 
dealers to prepare for sale to 
the public. Anything which 
needs to be done to the 
bikes to put them in an 
acceptable state for’resale is 
carried out and charged to 
the Ministry. This includes 
everything from an engine 
overhaul, to new paint, to 
footrest rubbers and should 
ensure that the bikes are in 
top condition when sold. 

Nevertheless, some bikes 
look, feel or sound better 
than others in the same 
batch. They all seem to sell 
from between $1000 and 
$1150 so if you are interest- 
ed in buying one the best 
advice we can give is - take 
the time to carefully look 
over all the examples on 
offer, then ask to take one 
or two of what you consider 
to be the best ones for a 
test ride. 

Looking over any sec- 
ond hand machine requires  pesssssrw 
certain basic procedures but & 
in the case of ex-MoT bikes 
there are one or two other 
points which should be con- 
sidered. 

Most of the models we 
saw were 650cc, single 
carburettor versions - that’s 
BSA Thunderbolt and 
Triumph Trophy - but other =~ 
models are available. One or : - < j 
two 500cc Triumph é E “ 5 | 
Trophy’s are floating around .. mA z * 5 i 
and there are some 650cc . | 
twin carburettor Triumph +3 é 

Bonneville’s here and there. 

But, in Wellington at 
least, the single carb 650’s 
predominate. 

Appearance-wise, these 
bikes can differ considerably. 

Paint jobs differ too - gone, 5 
it seems, are the days when 
you-could tell an ex-MoT 
























Two of the three BSA’s we 
scrutinied had snazzy red 
and black or red and white 
tank paint jobs while another 


Triumph by its black frame 
and white petrol tank, or ex- 
MoT BSA with its swamp- 
green and off-white tank. 


had a sparkling green tank 
and side covers. Bikes with 
their original paintwork 

were also available, so its a 


Below: The 640cc BSA mill is 
sturdy and dependable. 
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..-BIG AND BRITISH... 





Above: Check that the seat is 
secure. Also check mufflers an 
rear tyre. 

matter of paying your 
money and taking your 











































One point about the BSA 
petrol tanks that might be 
worth noting is that they 


--ARE THEY BARGAINS? 


- have been known to split 

along the underside edging 
and although they are per- 
fectly sound once repaired 





any dampness. yt 

Don’t expect to find 
tachometer on these bikes 
and remember that, no mat- 
ter what the speedo says, 
the bike has done round 
about 20,000 miles. Blinkers 
and a handlebar mirror were 
attached to most of the 
bikes we saw. 

Tyres, seats and mufflers 
are other points which tend 
to vary from bike to bike. 
The most popular front 
skin was the Dunlop ribbed 
but the rear was usually a 
Michelin or an Avon SM. 

Take a look at 
the profile of these rear 
tyres (the tread is sure to be 
OK) and see if they are suit- 
able for the type of riding 
you anticipate doing. The 
Avon has a distinctly square 
profile which can make for 
some peculiar handling 
charasteristics when the 
machine is keeled well 


ove SE AT SECURE 


Make sure the seat is 
secure. The MoT converts 
the machines, when they 
take delivery, to single seat- 
ers - a process which some- 
times makes a mess of the 
securing system when the 
double seat is installed. We~ 
have come across one mach- 
ine on‘which the seat was 
not secured at all. Others _ 


-were correctly fastened. The 


seats themselves are pretty 
comfortable and even 
though those BSA covers 
look as though you'll go 
sliding off the back with 
your first handful of 
throttle, we found no such 
problems. . 

The three BSAs we rode 
each had a different set of 
mufflers. One machine was 
equipped with new ‘Gold 
Star’ type units which 
emmited’a very pleasant 
crisp sound. Another was 
equipped with tapered 
megaphones from the later 
model BSAs and Triumphs 
while the third had the 
earlier type mufflers. Be 
sure to check mufflers for 
rust- we've seen that, too. 
Below: The Ministry of Trans- 
port usually keeps its bikes for 
about 20,000 miles. 


“FAIR CO! 
Mechanically; the mach- 
ines are generally in very 


fair condition, Twenty 


thousand miles is not a high 
mileage for these beefy 
engines but, of course, that 
depends entirely on the 
treatment it has been given, 
just like any other machine. 
A couple of the machines we 
rode ran as sweet as a nut 
and the other seemed 
merely in need of a 
little tuning. No horrible 
knocking, grinding or wheez- 
ing noises. Significantly, the 
one which seemed a little 
“off” was leaking petrol 
from the carburettor. 
The-four speed gear- 
boxes - one down, three up 
operated ‘by the right foot - 
gave no trouble although any- 
one used to the light clutch 


_ lever pressure required for 


most of the big Japanese 
bikes might dislike having to 
haul in the lever on these 
bikes. Letting the revs die 
slightly when changing up 
through the gears enabled 
the changes to go through 
as smooth as silk. Ultra - 
rapid changes are possible 
but were accompanied by a 
little graunching on the 
bikes we rode. We were in 
no fantastic hurry so we had 
a smooth time of it. Chang- 
ing down was a piece of the 
proverbial cake. 

The bikes handled sur- 
prisingly well although we 
feel the Triumphs generally ~ 
have the edge on the BSA’s 
in this regard. The Triumph 
feels lighter flicking through 
the bends although we are 
prepared to accept that 
tyres make quite a lot of 
difference. Both Triumph 
and BSA have a tiahtfeel 
which is matched by suspen- 
sion slightly on the-stiff 
side Up front and on the 
soft side at the rear. One 
machine we rode two up 
tended to hang up on bum- 
py left hand corners, due to 
a lower-than-usual centre 
stand, but the other mach- 

ines needed more angle of 
lean than we expected bef- 
ore anything scraped. 

The important thing to 
remember when contemplat- 
ing buying one of these 
bikes is to take the time to 
give them all a going over. 
A few minutes spent taking 
in the general appearance 
should give you’an idea of. 
overall condition but that 
test ride is an absolute 
must, Don’t be surprised if 
the salesman isn’t too 
happy about letting you take 
the bikes out, however. One 

guy was recently so impres- 
sed with one he took out 
from Whites in Wellington. 
that he didn’t bother 
returning it. At this time, 
it’s still missing. 
BARGAINS 

We can say that there are 
definitely genuine bargains 
to be had in former MoT 
bikes, depending on your 
outlook and on how 
thoroughly you go about it. 
Eleven hundred dollars for 
a 1972, 650cc machine in 
good nick and with 20,000 
miles on the clock isa fair 


price, 

These bikes tend to hold 
their price well, especially 
when you have paid cash, and 
if you can’t find a convention- 
al enthusiast to take it off your 
hands when you finally want 
to dispose of it, you can always 
whisper in the ear of your 
local cowboy, 
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airclean the ram alr 
shroud around the cylinder 
head, -the 35 buttons 
i : between the cylinder fins, 
om eee the interconnecting pipes: 
% j between the — exhaust 
headers and the three into 7 
four exhaust system, noise 
just doesn't stand a 
chance. don’t knock that 
funny-looking Roger:Ramjet 
casting sitting. on the head 
either — it really works; 
keeping the engine much 
cooler than It would be ~ 
without it. In fact that's 
4 where much of the good 
fuel consumption comes 
from — the engine is not | 
using gas to pull heat out Hl 
of the combustion) + 
chamber, so it can be run 
cleaner. | 
At 70 mph (about 4,800 
% rpm in top gear) the only | 
mechanical sound the rider 
hears is a very slight wh\ne 
from the primary drive 
gears. : 
Early GT550!s had a) 
well-deserved) reputation | 
for dragging their under 
carriages.’ whenever the © 
rider even thought about 
» leaning the bike over into a 
turn. The howls: of protest 
must have reached the 
ORES : factory, for the exhaust 
walt spears system and stands have 
gas milage we got averaged i been re-engineered in a 
out at 45mpg with a low of Narrower, tighter roads successful attempt _ to 
claims; nor has it waved) scorching quarter mile times 38mpg and a high of just encourage the use of fourth minimise this problem, The 
under your nose for appreciation. No)bystander will watch over‘ 50mpg on regular gas, or If you want to pass.37 550 now has enough 
you ride by on a 550 and give a knowing nod and think to too. cars, 3 boats, 7 caravans ground) clearance to’ make), 
himself ‘Boy oh|boy, a Suzuki 550”. Yetthe 550 was voted What the 550 lacks In top and/2 stock transporters in tyres the limiting factor In 
one of the 10/best bikes of 1974 by the American Cycle end horsepower (it makes about 100 yards, use third. the bike's handling, With 
* magazine, describing It as ‘unobtrusive’ and! ‘completely around 32hp at 7000rpm) it _ the acceleration in third the rear shocks) jacked) up 
satisfactory’. makes up for, and) then from 40 to 70is unreal and to the highest of the) five 
The GT550 has never had vibration felt through the Some, in low speed torque. _is not accompained by a positions’ the prop stand 
the’ charisma of a Honda pegs at about 5000rpm the ‘The engine’s peak torque cacophony of noise. grounds on the left (this 
Four but after returning our bike Is completely smooth.  accurs at 5000rpm and this QUIET can easily be fixed) but on 
borrowed triple to the The images| In theimirrors 8 exempllfled| in highway The GT550 is one of the the right side we didn't 
Wellington Motor Cycle never get hazy even up to passing situations. Theres quietest bikes onthe road. ground anything, 
Centre, Suzuki dealers, we an indicated 100mph, 0 need for a tap dance Suzuki engineers have We can’t help wondering 
reckon the Suzuki can do which is something) that down through the gearbox gone to great pains to why Suzuki doesn't scrap 
about everything the Honda can)\be sald! for very few When you) want to’ pass; ensure this.What with the three Into four exhaust 
500 will doexceptbeafour other motor cycles. youjust dial on) more Jabyrinth silencer In the concept and develop a 
stroke. The 550 does few Okay, so the engine Is 


things particularly brilliant- smooth — what use Is a 
ly — but It does everything smooth engine if it doesn’t 
related to open road riding make any, horsepower. 
with aimaximum of comfort None. And'that's where the 
and minimum of fuss. GT550 really scores 
Oneaspect of theibiketo because for a 480Ib, 
impress is something it middleweight motor cycle 
hardly does at all — Jt Is plenty fast enough: 
vibrate. Suzukl have) really You| won't blow the doors’ 
got the rubber mounting off any/Kawasakl Mach 's, 
system sorted out on the but'then’ you'll/be stopping 5 
650 and apart from slight for gas half’ as often; the | 









































The Suzuki GT550 has never been a particularly inspiring 
motor cycle. It has never boasted astronomical horsepower 
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three into one or thee into of 
two system. The appeal of 
four mufflers has faded 
with the increasing number 


four cylinder bikes 
becoming available. Fewer 
mufflers would eliminate 
ground clearance problems 


GIS) 
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improve 






completely and, 
opinion, 
apperance. 


























REFINED 


The GT550 Is refined — 
from the integrated push 
carburettor linkage, 
to the electric starter, to 
the oil recycling system 
that lifts excess oil from 
the crankcases and pumps 
it Into the combustion 
chamber (no dreaded two- 
stroke haze) to the vacuum 
fuel tap. 

Our particular _ test 
machine was second hand 
with 4000 miles clocked up 
when we got it. It had freed 
up nicely but had suffered 
two flaws which could be 
attributed to its previous 
owner. Firstly it had been 
cleaned using one of those 
20-cent car-washes. - You 
know, the ones which use a 
mixture of nitric acid and 
whale oil as the soap 
which Is then blasted Into 
every, nook and cranny of 
the bike displacing any 
lubricant present with a 
film resembling marble. 
Every pivot point on the 


bike was bone dry thanks _ 


to this cleaner; the stands, 
the handelbar switchs, the 
levers, the gas tap, the 
filler cap, everything. Halfa 
can of spray lube had 
things working again but 
the tank cap had us baffled 
throughout the test. Fort- 
Unately, opening this lock- 
able cap occurs quite 
infrequently so we exper- 
ienced no great problem. 
The second flaw was in 
the anchor department. The 
front brake was hardly worn 
at all but the back brake 
was completely worn out. 
No doubt’ someone had 
told him to leave’ the front 
brake alone for fear of 
doing a front wheelstand — 
don't laugh, some people 
actually believe this. Any- 
one with enough know- 
ledge of physics'can soon 
show. that the limiting 
factor In front wheel 
braking is tyre adhesion 
not pad-disc adhesion. 
Someone) had) also 
chosen! a curlous tyre 
combination for our bike: 


FILTER 





front block-tread contin-: 
ental and rear Dunlop 
77100. The front tyre was 
simply no match for the 
superb front disc brake 
which easily overwhelmed 
it even on dry tarmac. In the 
wet the problem was 
compounded. The original 
Japanese Dunlop we tried 
on another 550 was far 
superior. In fact, Japanese, 
tyres these days are 
generally pretty good: 


COMFORTABLE 


The seating position on 
the GT550 is excellent. The 
seat Is really comfortable 
and doesn't turn Into a 
washboard after 50 miles: 
All the controls fall readily 
to hand and were generally 
easy to use. The instru- 


ments were clear and 
well-lit. 

(Trumpet fanfare): 
“Electronic Digital Gear 


Indicator’ — it's a useless 
gimmick. The ‘money 
Wasted on this bauble 
could have been ‘much 
better spent on a GDI 
Ignition system or some- 
thing, or even) better, 


chopped off the price of the 
bike. 


After about 50 miles on 
GT 550 a rider should be 
perfectly aware) of what 
gear he) is in. And) under 
normal daytime, conditions 
you can't read the number 
anyway. Other owners we 
asked agreed that the bike 
would loose nothing by 
having the instrument 
removed. 


HIGH-OUTPUT, 
ALTERNATOR 


The headlight onjour test 
Machine hadjbeen replaced 
with) a Lucas Quartz — 
Halogen unit and) this gave 
feally good {llumination. 
Anyone) interested in this 
conversion can duplicate it 
for about $10 (about half 
the price of the genuine 


*replacement) or for about 


another $5 to $10 one of the 
more modern H4 Q-H lights 
can be had: The! 280-watt 
alternator can supply the 
extra current easily. In fact 
with that power you could 
run a couple | of spotlights, 
a cigar lighter and’a coffee 


Cont. on Pg. 15 











Left: David Black powers ‘ 
throught one of the easy sections 
of the course. 





“IXION 


PART ONE OF A TWO PART SERIES 








Friday, June 20;5pm: The three-man NZ Motor Cycle 
News enduro team was in conference, discussing tactics for 
the Ixion club’s event scheduled for the following Sunday in 
the Akatarawa Ranges. Dave Hall, Peter Bonner and myself 
constituted the team - also present was Tony Bradley, riding/ 
drinking buddy, the.fourth member of our entourage 
although not an official member of the team. What the hell, 

it wasn’t an official team anyway - the organisers had told us 


club teams only were eligible:for the'team) prize. Our fifth 


member, Frank Haden, couldn't make it for the conference. 


He didn’t miss much. 

“ Friday, June 20; 5.30 pm: 
Everything was settled, 
except for which bikes Pete 
and | were going to ride. 
Such minor details could be 
settled the next day when 
he and | would take out the 
two bikes we had managed 
to scrounge and decide who 
wanted to ride what. The 
other three guys had their 
own bikes; Dave a ‘72 
Bultaco Sherpa, Tony a 
Yamaha AT3 which he was 
fixing up to sell, and Frank 
a TY 250 Yam complete 
with a brand new set of 
knobbly Metzelers. 

Peter and | would haggle 
about the bikes which Ken 
Collings of W. White (Well- 
ington) Ltd., and Frank 
Boyle from Lower Hutt had 
very generously made avail- 
able to us. From Whites we 
had a ‘74 DT 250 Yamaha 
and from Frank Boyle’s we 
had the use of a TS 185 
Suzuki, same year. ¢ 

We decided that, seeing 
we were all lumped together 
at the tail end of the field 
and none of us had ever 
done anything like this be- 
fore, we would pace each 
other and give each other a 
hand when necessary. 

This created problems 
though. The guy in front 
wouldn‘t know what was 
happening behind him un- 
less he himself. came to 
grief and another guy 
caught up with him. We 
decided that the guy in the 
lead and the guy at the tail ” 
would fend for themselves: 
10 


At first, we thought that 
travelling in this way we 
wouldn't all:have to buy a 
chain link extractor and — 
puncture repair outfit. One 
or two of each could be 
shared, But we decided 
against this and as soon as 
the conference broke up we 
scooted down town to 
stock up on gear we would 
all need to take - including 
link extractors and tube 
répair kits. 

Then it was back to the 
office to crack a few more 
ales. ; 

On Saturday it absolutely 
poured down, :| rode the DT 
250 round to Pete’s place 
and we set about preparing 
the two bikes we had 
borrowed. Tony’s bike 
was in there, too, having its 
guts cleaned out after hav- 
ing swallowed half a mount- 
ain stream. A couple of 
hours, one can of CRC, and 
much loosening and tighten- 
ing of various nuts and bolts 
later, the bikes were ready. 
Pete and | still didn’t know 
which bikes we were going 
to ride next day, so when 
the rain eased we headed off 
for Palmer Head, and area 
near Wellington airport 
popular with casual dirt 
riders who fancy half an 
hour's fun. Half an hour 
later we were back at Pete's 
place and we had decided 
that | would ride the Suzy 
and Pete would take the 
Yam. : 

Both machines felt good 
and both had rear knobs 





Stent aro S 
: ay 


By Bob Northrop 


although the one on the 
Suzy was getting a bit low. 
An awful lot of rain’ had 
fallen in the region recently 
and we knew that parts of 
the course would be real 
slippery. Neither machine 
was fitted with a front knob- 
by but at least we were’, 
better off than Tony and 
Dave, both of who’s bikes 
had trials-type tyres. There 
were eight river and stream 
crossings, we had been told. 
| wondered how | would 
feel if all that rain meant 
the rivers were impassable 
and the whole thing was 
called off. 

Earlier that day Frank and 
Pete had jacked up a couple 
of trailers and after a final 
check over the three bikes 
were loaded aboard one and 
secured down ready to 
move off. Dave, we thought, 
would be round early the 
next morning to load up the 


and | told ourselves - “Oh 
well, it'll be a nice ride any- 
way.’” Frank and Tony had 
departed earlier. As it 
turned out, everyone was 
still milling around when we 
got there. We had time to 
unload, our route cards, get 
our cans of spare gas 
loaded aboard the Land- 
cruiser which was to cart it 
all to the refuel point, and 
still make our starts on 
time. No such luck. 
“Aarrrgh!! The DT 
250's gota flat!!’ It was 
true. The front tyre of the 
borrowed Yam somehow 
developed a flat and no 
amount of furious pumping 
was inflating it. As the first 
two riders were flagged off, 
we were ripping the front 
wheel off the machine. We 
figured it must have been 
holed during our excursion 
the previous day and deflat- 
.ed slowly enough to have 


other two bikes and everything been missed in the final 


would be sweet. Unfortunate- 


ly, none of us thought to tell 
Dave this. 

Sunday morning | was up 
at 5am. Jesus, it was cold! 
| didn’t plan on taking any 
ham sandwiches or anything 
with me so | thought I'd 
better put something in my 
stomach before | started. 
Three rashers of bacon and 
two eggs plus a mug of tea. 
My stomach wasn’t feeling 


_too good. Was it nerves or 


last night's stew? 

The guys were due to 
pick me up in Lower Hutt 
about seven so we could 
make scrutineering at 7,45 
but because of the mix-up 


- imthe arrangements | wasn’t 
collected until close on 8.15, 


the time when the riders’ 
briefing was supposed to be 
held, some 15 miles away. 
The day loomed clear and 


bright over the distant ranges 


and as we sped toward the 
assembly point. Dave, Pete 


check. 

The other riders were 
leaving in pairs at one min- 
ute intervals, after the 
Machine examination had 
been dispensed with because 
of the late start. The mach- 
ines would be given a going 
over at the end of the end:. 
uro, anyway, and any offen- 
ding machines could be pen- 
alised then. 

There was quite a variety 
of machines, ranging from. 
the Yamaha Ag 100 of 
Barry Musgrove, who start- 
ed number one, to a big 
Husqvarna and a few TM 

- 400 Suzuki's - all street 
legal. Or apparently so. 


Top trials exponents 
Warwick Young'and Neil 
Harris were entered on Ossa 
250's - “they must be a 
couple of top contenders’ | 
‘thought. Phil Thompson, 
winner of the Maramarua 
Forest enduro earlier this 
year and well' acquainted 


with the area we were riding 


ugh , had a tricky TY 
BBO and was also a good bet 
for top honours. A very 
serious - looking Puch Wey 
Enduro set off early in the 
piece and | think | also saw 
a Hodaka - there can’t be 
many of those around. 
Being allotted numbers 57 
to 61 in the starting order, 
we had approximately half 
an hour to fix up the flat 
and start on time. There 
should have been no problem 
but when our numbers came 
up we were still having 
trouble fixing up the front 
brake. Frank and Tony set 
off because there was no 
sense in us all being late, and 
when a quietly-spoken guy 
who was evidently one of 
the three riders entered - 
after ourselves'came over to 
give us a hand, Dave hit the 
trail also. The quietly- 
spoken guy's name, it turned 
out, was Peter Woodfield, 
known as ‘Gunther’. He 
helped us get the brake sort- 
ed out before taking off 
himself, late. He didn’t 
mind, he said. He wanted 
a fast ride anyway. He also 
won the event last year. It’s 
guys like-him who make it 
all worth while. 

Some 15 or.20 minutes 
after we should have depart- 
ed, Pete'and | jumped on our 
respective machines and head- 
ed off. Five seconds later | 
stopped, got off, and stared 
at the back wheel of the 
Suzuki. | didn’t believe it. 
What the hell was going on? 
The tyre was flat! 

Peter came trundling back 
and we sat around for a 
couple of minutes, moping. @ 
Then we discovered that the 
Suzy didn‘t\have a\puncture; 
the valve was leaking. So ‘ 
while Pete looked around for 
a replacement valve | jumped 
on the DT 250 and heacled_ 
off into Upper Hutt a couple 
of miles away and bought a 
valve core and core remover. 


Fitted with the new valve 
and pumped up, the Suzy 
was ready to go. For some 
reason, we decided that | 
would stick with the Yam 
and Pete would ride the 
185. We finally got rolling 
more than half an hour be- 
hind schedule, slicing 
through the cold morning 
air with somewhat deflated 
enthusiasm. 





Above: Neil Harris doesn’t look 
Po happy as he prepares to move 


John Woodley 





IMPROVING THE IMAGE 


OF SIDECAR RAGING 





By Peter Brittenden 


Side-car racing is on the up and up in New Zealand. 
The “chairs”, which for years have played second fiddle to 
solo racing will be well remembered at every meeting in 


the country next season. 
During this last season 
the average field has been 
seven or eight but with new 
outfits being built in nearly 
every New Zealand centre 
this winter that average will 


probably double next 
season. 
The reason for this 


reincarnation lies to a large 
extent in the hands of the 
Sidecar Racing Association 
which, since its inception 
in 1973, has really worked 
at improving the image of 
sidecar racing in the eyes 
of the spectators and 
riders. 


The association has been 
working “unofficially”. It 
has been trying for years to 
be affiliated to the A.C.U. a 

* marriage which could have 
Immense benefits to both” 
organisations. 

The A.C.U. has asked the 
association to ammend its 
rules governing compe- 
tition and until this is done 
there seems little chance of 
affiliation. 

Association — members 
feel that they are much 


better qualified to control 
their side of the sport. Its 
rules strictly govern what 
sort of machinery can race 
at meetings and scrutin- 
eering forms have been 
printed for use at meetings. 

These forms have been 
used successfully at two 
Meetings, both of them 
organised by “young” 
clubs which were quite 
happy to have the sidecar 
association check its own 


machines. 
Association secretary, 
Shorty Reay, said the 


association's _scrutineers 
rejected several machines 
at the recent Manfeild and 
Levin meetings for faults 
that club scrutineers would 


*have certainly overlooked. 


Shorty. said): the more 
established clubs seem to 
regard the association as 
some sort of threat. 
“They're probably worried 
wert get too pushy,” he 
sa 


The association's main 
purpose is to promote 
sidecar racing and it has 
excelled itself in this. field. 





Of all the new outfits 
being built at the moment 
the most interesting will be 
that of national champion, 
‘Stan’ Corbett . He has sold 
his frame to Peter Marshall 
of Wellington who will put 
a Triumph motor in it. 
Corbett will use the same 
motor as last season but 
his new frame will have a 
different steering head 


* rake, new suspension, and 


several other | modific- 
ations. 

Nine outfits from the 
South island are expected 
to be racing next season. 
These will be powered by 
all sorts of Japanese and 


English motors. 
DIFFERENT MOTORS 
There will be over a 


“dozen new units built in the 


North Island and the 
constructors __ will be 
drawing on some uncon- 
ventional power plants. 
These include a Johnson 
outboard motor, the small 
but amazingly powerful 
500cc Durth motors, which 
in two cases will be linked 
to form a 1000cc unit, and 
two RD350 motors linked in 
one unit. 

Many of the new frames 
are being built by Clive 
Watson, Napier. Clive 
works for Marina Work- 
shops in Napier, and they 
employ him nearly fulltime 
in making the frames to sell 
complete or in kitset form. 

Clive has been racing 
and designing sidecars for 
about fifteen years. There 
are still some of his earlier 


construction attempts 
racing today. 
His latest type has 


70degree forks, wide racing 
slicks, discs all round, the 
petrol tank incorporated in 
the frame, and_ several 
other minor modifications. 

Clive says interest in the 
new, frames, sis running 
high. He is always getting 
inquiries and if they all 
come to fruition there 
should be some mighty big 
fields next season. 

It will probably get to the 
stage where the Sidecar 
Racing Association will 
have to conduct its own 
meetings! 


THE GUINESS: 
GUIDE 10. 
MOTOR 
CYCLING 


This is .the. book of 
motorcycling, it’s _ big 
expensive superbly Illust- 
rated and contains some 
interesting and novel 
layout. In 237 glossy 
pages, it covers the whole 
world of the motorcycle in 
three broad sections — the 
machines of yesterday and 
today, the sports and the 
motorcyclists themselves. 

The author is French 
journalist and  photog- 
rapher Lacombe and the 
preface is by Formula One 
car ‘driver Jean-Pierre 
Beltoise, whose career 
began on motorcycles. 
This is followed by a large 
and comprehensive section 
on the history and’ design 
of the motorcycle, includ 
ing a_ bike by bike 
description of current 
models. There are a few 
errors here, though nothing 
too startling. The SL125 
Honda, according to the 
script, has a ‘very powerful 





motor and blank spaces 
exist where photos should . 


be. 

The sports section 
covers racing and _ its 
history throughout the 
world, including the 
machines, tracks . and 


riders. The photography in 
this part is excellent, but is 
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mostly out of date. The 
American section is the 
worst offender as all of the 
illustrations here are at 
least five years old. 

The last part of the book 
is dedicated to motor- 
cyclists themselves _and 
describes the enthusiats, 
the purists, the chopper 
craze and the rallies. 

A large number of 
readers will find the 
Guinness Guide of interest. 
It is a very general book 
that requires little know- 
ledge of motorcycling to 
understand and enjoy but it 
will also be of interest to 
the enthusiast. The photo- 
graphy makes up for any 
deficiencies in the text, as 
do the drawings and 
diagrams of classic racing 
machinery. Its expensive, 
but buy it if you must; Dad 
will probably enjoy it more. 
The Guinness Guide to 
Motor Cycling — Christian 
Lacombe, Author. Publish- 
ed by Guinness Super- 
latives Ltd, Middlesex. 
Published in 1974. Price 
$12.55 


MOTOR 
CYCLE NEWS 
ANNUAL 75 


Everyone Is familiar with 
the Motor Cycle News 
weekly; this annual is their 
recap on what happened in 
'74. Edited by Norrie 
Whyte, it covers all facets 
of the motorcycle sport — 
roadracing, trials, speed- 
way, motocross, drag 
racing and grass track. 

The 96-page book feat- 
ures articles that are well 


written and _ interesting, 
supplemented by excellent 
photographs _ throughout 


and an impressive list of 
contributors including 
Barry Sheene, Barry Briggs 
and Jim Greening. 

Sheene talks of the life 
and pressures of the work’s 
rider; Briggs tells of the 
organisation and hassles of 
the Champions _ Series 
speedway tour, which 
came to New Zealand; and 
Greening tries to answer 
the question “Who's best, 
the Yanks or the Europ- 
eans?” 

Also the annual takes you 
to the TT, covers the nine 
second quarter British drag: 
scene, tells of the men and 
Machines in trials and 
motocross, and the battle 
for 1974's 500cc road racing 
crown. 

It's up to date, looking at 
the highlights of last year’s 
season rather than cata 
loguing results, Is highly 
readable, and you won't 
regret buying it. 


Motor Cycle News Annual 
‘75. — Published by Patrick 
Stephens, Cambridge In 
association with Motor 
Cycle News, Edited by 
Norrie Whyte. First pub- 
lished in 1974. Price $5.35. 





abroad. 


In this column, former double world speedway champion 
and multiple New Zealand title-winner RONNIE MOORE 
keeps NZMCN readers in touch with events at home and 


Ivan Mauger turned the clock back seven years when he 
won the Intercontinental final of the World Champion 












ships at Gothenburg, Sweden. In 1968 the New Zealander 
won his first World Final at the Ullevi Stadium and setting 
his bike up in exactly the same way, with the same gear 
ratios, etc, he headed the eight qualifiers for the European 
Final at Bydgoszcz, Poland in August. Five good races in 
Poland will put him into the World Final at Wembly, 


London. 

It was a bad night in 
Sweden with lots of rain, 
so much that all the riders 
had a meeting to see if they 
would run the risk of riding. 
The track was covered in 
sawdust to soak up some 
of the mud and the meeting 
finally got started 75 
minutes late. 

Mauger lined up for the 
first heat alongside Olsen 
(Denmark), Crump (Aust- 
tralia), and Lovaas (Norway). 
Olsen shot into the lead 
from the start, with Mauger 
inching ahead down the 
straight. But it was the 
Dane who made the vital 
third turn to win. 

No-one gave American 
Scott Autrey a-chance but 
in heat two he got off the 
start and pulled away to 
keep two Swedes and an 
Australian behind him. 

Heat, three saw young 
Tommy Jansson beat 
reigning World Champion 


-broken’ in 


Anders Michanek, who 
gave Aussie John Bouger a 
bit of elbow when passing 
him. 

BRIGGS THIRD 


Barry Briggs was the big 
question mark of heat four. 
How would his collar bone, 
three places, 
stand up to the pressure of 
his first meeting since the 
break? He nearly looped in 
the first 30 yards and 
arrived at the first corner 
third. That is the way it 


stayed, with Bernie 
Persson.on the four-valve 
E.R.M. Swedish _ motor 


leading all the way. So with 
the first four heats over, it 
was obvious you had to 
make a good start with the 
track in the condition it 
was. 

Barry Briggs’ hopes of a 
fifth world title or even a 
place in the European 
Final, were wiped out in 


heat seven. On the start 
were’ Michanek, Briggs, 
Johansson and Crump. 
Michanek made the start, 
but in a shower of sparks 
Johansson cut inside onto 
Barry's path to the turn. 
The race was stopped, and 
Johansson with a broken 
chain was excluded. Barry 
went back to the pits to 
clean his goggles, but was 
soon standing in a pool of 
blood from his right foot 
that had been cut right 
open. He was. rushed to 


ek on the rostrum after the 
Intercontinental final at Goth- 





From left, Bernt Persson, 
Ivan Mauger and Anders Michan- 


Hospital to be stitched and 


plastered. 
After everyone had 
completed three rides 


each, and the track had 
Started to dry outa bit, Ivan 
Mauger led with eight 
points, with Swedes 
Michanek and Jansson on 
seven, 

Ole Olsen, so impressive 
in heat one that people 
made him favourite to win 
the meeting, had in his 
foJlowing three rides 



































- Tommy 


needed at least a third 
place in his last ride to 
qualify. But he comfortably 
won his last ride. lvan won 
heat 18 to become top 
qualifier. With the 20 heats - 
over, Mauger, Michanek, 
Persson, Olsen, Autrey and 
Jansson ‘were 
definitely through, but the 
remaining two had to be 
decided by a run off race 
between R. Eide (Norway), 
P. Crump (Australia) and T.. 
Johansson (Sweden). 
Cont. on Pg. 15 












Billy Sanders (right) 
and Ipswich team manager Ron 
Bagley inspect the waterlogged 
Somenburg track as the sawdust 
is laid. 





- *€ amatter of cycle 
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ENDURANCE EVENTS IN KARIOI AND WOODHILL 
FORESTS 

Endurance-type dirt events now seem to be catching on in 
a big way in New Zealand. Two such events which are plan- 
ned for this month are the Giant Hare Scramble, stage by the 
Wellington Trail Riders’ club in the Karioi State Forest on 
July 20, and the First Annual Hare and Hound planned by 
the Auckland North Shore club to take place in the Wood- 


hill Forest on July 27. 


The Giant Hare Scramble, 
won last year by Peter 
Ploen, takes place over a 30- 
mile circuit of forest tracks, 
snow-covered slopes, rivers 
and streams, and fast gravel 
straights. Depending on 
conditions on the day, com- 
petitors will be required to 
complete either two or three 
laps. There are two classes - 
trail and moto cross, with 
trophies being awarded 
down to 10th place in each 
class. In addition, all finish- 
ers will receive a certificate. 
Scrutineering will take place 


at the Karioi railway station 
at 9.30 am and the event 
will start at 11 am. Mach- 
ines will be required to 
display three racing number 
plates and must be adequate- 
ly silenced. Entries will be 
accepted on the day, up to 
9.30 am. 

The Woodhill Forest 
Hare and Hound isa three- 
hour race over a 20-25 kilo- 
meter course comprising 
mainly sand and clay tracks. 
It is open to both trail and 
moto cross machines and 
mufflers must be fitted to 
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all bikes. Trophies will be 
awarded in four classes -0- 
200cc trail and 201-Open 
trail; 0-200cc mx and 201- 
Open mx. There will also be 
awards fo: the overall win- 
ner, first lady rider and first 
three-bike team. Entries can 
be obtained from E, Lamber- 
ton, 3 Lynn Rd, Glenfield, 
Auckland . Whoever compl- 
etes the most laps in exactly 
three hours will be declared 
the winner. This event is 
the first of its kind to be 
held in the Auckland area 
for some time and should 
prove very popular with 
riders from many parts of the 
North Island. 


TEAM TURNER 

Watch out for “Team 
Turner’’ next road race sea- 
son. Keith Turner, the form- 
er World 500cc champion- 
ship runner up who now 
owns a motor cycle shop in 
the Napier suburb of 
Taradale, is looking for 
sponsorship for the water- 
cooled 500ce Suzuki he 
plans on racing next season. 
Turner has also persuaded 
his mechanic, Peter Hunter, 
to race a sidecar outfit next 
season. Hunter has taken 


Brian Farquharson left, Peter Hunter 
right, sidecar members of Team 
Turner. 


delivery of one of Clive 
Watson’s frames and he and 
passenger-to-be, Brian 
Farquharson, are busy 
installing a Kawasaki Z1 


900 motor. 


CHARTER FLIGHT 

The idea for a charter 
flight to the Ontario road 
races in California which 
Malcolm MacGregor was 
trying to organise has been 
dropped by Malcolm is still 
aiming for a deal for 
Daytona ‘76, He tells us 
that if this deal is to go 





through, all the details 

need to be tied up by early 

December. These deals 

need to be fixed up at ~ 

least three months in 

advance, which is wy the 

Ibtarui 

Ontario plan is dropped, 

MINI BIKE - MAXI RIDE 
Fancy riding from Welling- 

ton to Auckland...... ana 

50cc Gemini minibike? 

Stichbury Distributors, the 

Gemini people, plan on 

having a couple of their guys 

do just that some time in: 

the near future. They hope 

to get sponsorship for the 

epic journey with all proc- _ 

eeds going to a worthy charity. 














here's something to cover up that 
grotty wallpaper in your room... 


his Levi's TZ750 Yamaha 


O ae 30in. 

O printed on good 
quality art paper 

© full colour 








Send remittance to: 
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font eon -arew the fav- 
ourite inside gate for the 
start but turned his bike 
upside down when the 
went up, through 


tapes 

aing too much power. 
Eide won the race from 
Cru 


mp. 
In the next Issue of 
NZMCN | will be able to 
give the results of the two 
English ‘Semi-Finals at 
Leicester and Sheffleld. 


BRUCE CRIBB UPSET 


Bruce scored 34 points in 
the British qualifying 
rounds, which was a great 
deal more than a lot of 
Englishmen, but he could 
not move on to the next 
round because of the new 
system. New Zealand was 
allocated two places and 
with Barry Briggs seeded 
because of injury, and Ivan 
with 45 points, it did not 
leave much for any other 
Kiwi rider. His biggest 
problem now is to find out 
who is running New 
Zealand international 
speedway affairs. Besides 
wanting some answers to 
some very potent 
questions, Bruce reckons 
to have a few observations 
to make on New Zealand's 
role In international 
speedway. 

WROCLAW, POLAND 


Sweden, represented by 
Michanek and Tommy 
Jansson won the World 
Pairs Championship by one 
point from host nation 
Poland. The English boys 
Louis and Collins tied with 

. Denmark for third place but 
Ole Olsen beat John Louis 
in the run off to decide who 
got the medal. Results: 
Sweden 24, Poland 23, 
Denmark 20, England 20, 
Australia. 19, West 

* Germany 10, Austria 10. 
American Scott Autrey can 
prepare for more World 


Championship _ meetings 
next year. F.I.M. Vice 
President, Pom-Pom 


Ringblom has revealed that 
the U.S.A. will receive an 
Invitation to compete in the 
1976 World Pairs Champs. 


WORLD TEAM CUP 


Sweden Is the first 
country to reach the World 
Team Cup final. The 
Swedes won the Nordic 
round In Malilla to reach 
the final, which’ is ‘to. be 
held in Norden, West 
Germany in September. 

Scores: Sweden 38, 
Denmark 25, Norway 17, 
Finland 16. The Continental 
qualifying meetings 
produced predictable wins 


* for West Germany in Italy, 


and Czechoslovakia in 
Hungary. 
COSWORTH INTERESTED 


Johnny Lundberger who 
developed the Swedish 
4-valve motor, is now 
talking about developing a 
complete bike. His speed- 
Way engine may be taken 
up by the Formula One car 
engine firm Cosworth who 
have expressed more than a 


passing interest in the 
Speedway motor. 
RUSSIA 


Russian riders myster- 
lously falled to contest the 
World Pairs Championship 
but their appearance at 
Rodenbach, West 
Germany, the following 
weekend was greated with 
enthusiasm. The meeting 
was won by Aussie Phil 
Crump on his four-valve 
motor, which caused quite 
astirin the Russian camp, 


but the Russians filled the 
next three places. The track 
record of 78.4 seconds held 
by Ole Olsen was beaten in 


every race and finally 
finished up at 73.1 
seconds. 


COMING AND GOING 


| have received some 
reports on the bad state of 
some of the English 
Second Division tracks, so 


bad that one New 
Zealander, Roger Austin, Is 
quitting and returning 
home after a couple of 
years over there. 

On the other hand, Roger 
Abel of Christchurch, has 
just left for England with a 
letter of introduction from 
me. Roger hopes to make a 
Career out of speedway, 





Rider and Team Matches Average 
|. Mauger (Exeter) 11.84 
P. Crump (Newport) 9 11.35 
RE Gapans (Pelle Vue) 10 10.97 
D. JeSsup (Liecester) 1 10.92 
J. McMillan (Hull) 11 10.42 
J. Louis (Ipswich) 10 10.40 
O. Olsen (Wolverhampton) 7 10.40 
D. Lovaas (Oxford) 6 10.21 
R. Wilson (Sheffield) 8 10.18 
T. Jansson (Wimbledon) 9 10.10 
R. France (Halifax) 10 10.00 
Cont. from Pg. 9 for different folks.” We 


making machine as well. 
The gearbox took a bit of 
getting used to. The five 


the change can be a’ bit 
clunky until the correct 
technique is learned. The 
first-to-second change 
needs to be done with a 
pause to allow the revs to 
drop before engaging 
second. From second up 
the gearbox is as smooth 
as silk. 

Handing was good for 
such a_ large machine 
although the suspension 
components could’ be 
better matched. The front 
springs were too soft and 
the rear too hard. The rear 
damping could be 
improved, too (heard that 
before?) but a little exper- 
imenting with the myriad of 
oils available for the front 
forks should sort out that 
end. 

Oil consumption at 
around 300 miles, per pint 
is better than most four 
strokes; its level is easily 
| checked through a spy- 
glass in the right plastic 
side cover. 

The GT550 Is handsome 
in achunky sort of way and 
our tester reckons its 
apperance Is the best of the 
Suzuki triples. However, as 
they say, “different strokes 
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Post now to; 











ratios are’ well chosen but~ 


WANT TO BUY OR SELL 


CLASSIFIEDS, FOURMAN HOLDINGS LTD 
P.O. Box 1343, WELLINGTON 


Conts per word, 10 cents por word If we bill you later. Photographs 
$2.00 entea, Display classifieds normal advortising rates, 


have heard of someone 
who knows of a guy who 
has a friend who thinks his 
URAL looks good. 

Well that's the Suzuki 
GT550. We were genuinely 
sad to return It to the 
Wellington Motor cycle 
Centre. Now when we see a 
550 we are much more 
inclined to give its rider a 
knowing wave. 

At $1673 retail (at the 
time of writing) it is very 
competitively priced. In 
fact it is by far the cheapest 
in its class, its nearest 
competitor being the 
Kawasak 500 at $1749. 


SPECIFICATIONS: 


ENGINE: Three cylinder, piston 
port, two stroke, 
BORE AND STROKE: 61mm x 
- 62mm. 
CAPACITY: 543 cc; 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 6.7:1 
(actual) . 
CARRIIRETION: 3 x 28mm 
Mikuni'sIGNITION: Battery and 
coil. mph per 1000 rpm top gear: 
14, 
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GEAR, RATIOS (OVERALL): 
15.95; 9.73; 7.64; 6.31; 5.17. 

PRIMARY . TRANSMISSION: 
Helical gear, 2.242 

SECONDARY TRANSMISSION 
5/8" x 3/8" chain 

CURB WEIGHT: 481 Ibs with 
full tank of gas. 

FUEL CAPACITY: 3.3 gallons, 
including 1 gallon reserve. 

WHEELBASE: 57.7 inches 

PRICE: $1673. 














NEWS CLASSIFIEDS 















FOR SALE 


FOR SALE 

Cafe Honda 950 for sale, Too 
many mods to list. Finance 
available, $2000, Phone Gary 
Goodyer, Wellington 51309, 


FOR SALE 

Honda 750 parts for sale, R/T 
camshaft, alternators, points 
assembly with advance, discs, 
calipers, forks, yolks, compelete 
alloy 16” front wheels, petrol 
tank, rear wheel complete, swing 
arm. Chromed carbs, Also CB 
750 motor complete. Phone 
Gary, Wellington 51309. 


FOR SALE 

Honda CR 125 registered March 
1975 fitted with American GP 
racing kit modified suspension 
Webco head including spare 
barrell, head, chamber, and sproc- 
kets etc. Phone 684.790, Well- 
ington, John Gibbons, 


|, FOR SALE 


Sidecar outfit for sale, 750cc 
Suzuki - powered, Ready to 
race, Number 42, third in ACU 
Championships. $2,000, 
Contact Chris Olsen, Phone 8923 
Tawa (Home) 


FOR SALE 

Boyer Mk II ignition system for 
Trident or BSA-3, Trident con- 
tact breaker backing plate. Work- 
shop manual 1972 model. Set of 
contact breakers fdr Trident.. 
Lucas brake lever/switch unit 
complete with cable, Trident 
trottle, cables, Phone 47-283 Wg, 
or write W. Tatham, PO Box. 
9544, Wellington. 


FOR SALE 

Yamaha 400cc MX, 4 months 
old. New barrel, piston, rings, 
chain, sprockets, Also modified 
rear sprockets. Excellent condit- 
ion. $1750.00 o,n.0. 

Plus YZ 250cc Yamaha MX, 12 
monts old. New chainvand'sprock- 
ets. Good condition. $1100.00 
0.n,o. Contact: John Burling 

14 R.D, Hawera, Taranaki. 
Phone: 8606 Elthan (work hours). 





ROAD RACING 


chas or $2250 deposit. 


250's. $3250 or $1950 deposit. 


M-X MACHINES 


$675-00 cash or $405 daposit. 


TRIALS BIKES 


AVENUE 


Mie 


SUZUKI TR 750, rickman frame, konis, mag wheels, Suzuki front 
end and discs, lockhead rear, box section rear swing-arm, latest style 
motor, 34 mm carbs, krober ignition, c/ratio, gearbox etc, $3750 


YAMAHA TZ 250, 1974,'as new, painted in Yamaha internation - 
colours, 398 tyres, motor fully sorted and fast, has had a remakably 
easy life, the spares box js virtually untouched, well below replace- 

ment cost if they were available, 1975-76 will be a big season for 


YAMAHA TZ 350, 1973, completely rebuilt with new cases and 
krober, 398's etc, spare tyres, fairing, seat, crank, barrell, seats, gas- 
kets, etc. The new TZ's will be around $4,000 so our bike is mighty 
value at only $2650 cash or $1590 deposit. 

YAMAHA TR2 350, this particular model is from the “'East’’ and has 
only done 3 or 4 meetings, it looks ahd runs,like new, great club 

bike or beginners 350, $1690 cash or 1000 deposit. 

SUZUKI TR 500, not the tidest around, but with a little work this 
would make an unreal 'B' grade machine $850 cash or $510 deposit, 


SUZUKI 1975 TM 125'L’, fully-kitted and running very, very fast, 
long swing-arm etc, This bike has only done 3 meetings and is the 
fastest one we have built $900 cashi or $540 deposit. 

SUZUKI TM 400 ‘K", a real muscle machine, forward mounted 
shocks, plenty of mods, $995 cash or $597 deposit. 

HONDA CR 125 'M’, fully sorted, running real quick, all round tidy, 


85 MOORHOUSE, 





CHRISTCHURCH: 


FOR SALE 

‘TD 2B Metisse, ex- Peter Leahy 
modified barrels, 34mm carbs, 
nickel plated Metisse type frame - 
near new TT 100 on alloy rims. 
One of the fastest in NZ. At 
realistic learners price $950.00 
0,0, ; 
Contact:, Neil Purcell, C/— Bill 
Russell, New Lyn, 3217 New 
North Road, Phone 874-031, Ak. 


FOR SALE 

Yamaha TRD3, CD1 ingnition. 
Konis - TZ fairing, Rubber 
mounted engine $1250.00 o.n.o. 
See it at Bob Haldane M/C's 
Manukau Road, Phone 601-368, 
Some Spares, 


FOR SALE 

Honda TL 125. Six months old, 
in excellent condition and fitted 
with lights, modified silencer and 
rear shocks, Sold with original 
muffler and spare sprockets, 
Price $720.00 or offer. Ring 6OX 
Waverley collect. 


WANTED 

Motor cycle mechanic wanted, A 
permanent position is available 
for a competent mechanic” 
required to run a modern motor 
cycle workshop carrying a Suz- 
uki franchise, Must be reliable 
and able to work without Super- 
vision, Good wages and condit- 
ions, Phone Dave Cronin, Lake- 
side Suzuki, Taupo. 1075 (bus), 
or 1213 (after hours). 


COME TO SUNNY AUSTRALIA 


We have a vacancy in our pro- 
gressive Yamaha dealership for a 
top flight qualified motorcycle 
mechanic. Our modern work- 
shop is suitated near Manly on 
the North Shore close to all amen- 
ities and Sydney's best beaches. 

Air fare REFUNDED to the 
successful applicant after six 
months satisfactory service, 

Salary $120.00 per week. Send 
details of experience and copies 
of references to:- 

Mr Paul Spooner, 


Spooner Motorcycles Pty. Ltd’, 


ag 


648 Pittwater Road, 
Brookvale N.S.W, 2100, 
AUSTRALIA. 






SUZUKI TM 125L, 1975\model, this one Is like new, ideal for a 
beginner or for fitting a kit, immaculate, $725 cash or $495 deposit. 


OSSA PLONKER 250, this one has just had a lot of money spent on” i 
It to bring it up like new, 1972 model, $850.cash or $510 deposit, 
TERMS AND TRADE WELCOME. 

CONTACT: Stu Avant at Tommy's Suzuki Contre. 

85 MOOREHOUSE AVE, or Phone 300-66, se 







V.D. 
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